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Agenda
ÅScene setting and work of the Taskforce on Materials and 

Consumption ς Lewis Akenji

ÅPresentation of the report findings ς Luca Coscieme

ÅReflections from the panel

ÅBreakout groups: practitioner showcases & open dialogue

ÅClose & next steps



Material basis of Wellbeing

ÅȉʤἋ̞˯СʤἋ˯̓ἋȹἋΡʤε͔ϠΡʈʤἋȹ̓ʓἋʈȹΡʀ͔̓Ἃʈ͔̓εφΡȹ˯̓ʤʓἋХ͔Ρ̞ʓᶻἋȹ̓ʓἋгʤφἋ̼ȹφʤΡ˯ȹ̞εἋ
ΘΡ͔С˯ʓʤἋφ˜ʤἋʀȹε˯εἋ˅͔ΡἋ͔ϠΡἋε͔ʈ˯ʤφ˯ʤεἋ̕ʤгἋΘΡ͔С˯ε˯͔̓˯̓ːᶿἋ̓ϠφΡ˯φ˯͔̓ᶻἋ
˜͔Ϡε˯̓ːᶻἋ̼͔ʀ˯̞˯φгᶻἋː͔͔ʓεἋȹ̓ʓἋεʤΡС˯ʈʤεᶼἋ
Åȉʤ̞̞ʀʤ˯̓ːἋ˅͔ΡἋ̼ȹ̓гἋ˯εἋʀʤ˯̓ːἋʈ͔̼ΘΡ͔̼˯εʤʓᶻἋʈ͔εφἋ͔˅Ἃ̞˯С˯̓ːᶻἋ˅ȹ˯̞˯̓ːἋ
ΘϠʀ̞˯ʈἋεʤΡС˯ʈʤεᶻἋːΡ͔Х˯̓ːἋ˯̓ʤΞϠȹ̞˯φгᶼ
ÅȉʤἋ˜ȹСʤἋφХ͔ἋʓʤʤΘ̞гἋ˯̓φʤΡʈ͔̓̓ʤʈφʤʓἋʈΡ˯εʤεᶼ
ÅȖʤφἋʈ˯ΡʈϠ̞ȹΡ˯φгἋȹ̓ʓἋХʤ̞̞ʀʤ˯̓ːἋʤʈ͔͔̼̓гἋ˜ȹСʤἋεȹφἋȹεἋΘȹΡȹ̞̞ʤ̞Ἃȹːʤ̓ʓȹεἋ
ȹ̓ʓἋΘ͔̞˯ʈгἋʓ͔̼ȹ˯̓εᶼ



Background:

ÅEstablished in May 2025 

ÅPartnership between key experts and institutions.

Goal:

Å An economy that delivers human wellbeing within 

planetary boundaries , where essential services are 

provided fairly and efficiently through sufficiency -

based, circular , and intelligently designed 

provisioning and aspirational systems that operate 

with radically lower material and energy footprints. 



Objective:

ÅIntegrated policies, governance and metrics, that address 

resource use and align climate, biodiversity, social justice, and 

wellbeing objectives 
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Current lifestyle carbon footprints (LCFs)
Current average: 7.1 ǘ/hіŜ/capita .
(~7× the 1.5 °C-aligned target)

άIŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ 
infrastructure and technology 
in place to enable changes to 
our lifestyles and behaviour 
can result in a 40-70% 
reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050. This offers 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǳƴǘŀǇǇŜŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ 

IPCC Working Group III Co-
Chair





Circularity targets and developments

Source: Eurostat

In EU documents, the goal for the 
ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ǊŀǘŜέ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
double the share of materials coming 
from recycled / secondary sources by 
2030, relative to the 2020 baseline.
Target is therefore to reach 
approximately 
24% by 2030 .
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Efficiency lowers 
costs, which can lead 
to increasing 
production.

Recycling and waste -
to-energy risk 
locking the economy 
to high -waste 
volumes.

More Circular Flows, Same Linear Pressures



Trust, Legitimacy & Policy Coherence

Forgetting social 
dimension reproduce 
same unsustainable 
patterns of linear 
model.



Implementation: Making waste circular

"The circular economy is a model of production and 
consumption, which involves sharing, leasing, reusing, 
repairing, refurbishing and recycling existing materials and 
products as long as possible. ... In practice, it implies 
reducing waste to a minimum. When a product reaches the 
end of its life, its materials are kept within the economy 
ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΦά

EU Parliament

Vision:  Reducing the need for resources in the first place

"The circular economy ... reduces waste, resource use and 
pollution" and "reduces our consumption footprint and 
ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦά DƻƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŀƴǎusing fewer natural 
resources and reducing dependence on imports of raw 
materials. It means producing less and so releasing fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions , thus reducing our impact on 
the environment and nature. 
EU Council

ά¢ƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǳǊ 
need for new raw materials in everything that we produce 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜΦέ
EEA

Societal Vision or Technical Agenda?



Going in Circles

Photo: Diana Parkhouse Unsplash 

Circularity is the how

Wellbeing is the why



Wellbeing  in EU´s Circular Economy

Pre-distribution Purpose

Prevention
People -
powered

Example: social 
enterprises and 
businesses owned 
by their workers, 
community wealth 
building and living 
wages.

Example: adopting a 
wider suite of 
success measures 
Beyond GDP, and 
visionary national 
development plans.

Example: Outcome 
budgeting and 
circular production 
and consumption.

Example: Citizen 
assemblies and 
participatory 
budgeting.

A Wellbeing Economy redefines what progress means. Instead of treating 
economic growth as an end of itself, it places quality of life at the centre  of 
economic purpose. Prosperity becomes the ability of everyone to live healthy, 
secure, meaningful, and connected lives within planetary boundaries.



Wellbeing  in EU´s Circular Economy


